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No Material Progre

ss_on FEither Side in Western Theatre

—

alrmen, plloting Zeppelins,
daring attack Christmas Day on the
German naval base at Cuxhaven, at the
mouth of the Elbe, Six of the alrmen
returned aafely, but the sgeventh, Com-
mangor Hewlett, it Is feared has been
lost.
off Helgoland.

What damage wns done by the bombs
thrown by the attacking party could
not be ascertalned, but the German re-
port of the attack says the rald was
frultless.

The enterprisc
thus attempting

of the British
te “dig out”

navy

in the

Gorman fleet brought about a battle
between the most modern of war ma-
chines. The British squuadron, Includ-

ing the lght crulgers Arethusa and
Undaunted, which have been engaged
in previous explolts, on the German
const, were attacked by Zeppellns: and
submarines.

By rapid manceuvring,*the ships were
abla to avold the submarines, whlle
the Zeppelins found the fire of the
crufsers too dangerovus for them to con-
tinue the fight. The German Zeppelins
dropped bombs, which according to the
Britlsh account, f{ell harmlessly into
the zen. The Germansg claim ta have
hit two destrovers and thelr convoy,
the latter belng set afire.

Tha Britisk ships remalned in the
vieinity for three hours without being
attacked by any surface warships,
BRITISIT ANNOUNCEMENT

OF DARING ATTACK

The Britlsh announcement by the
Secretary of the Admiralty, made public
Ly the ofHelal press bureau, follows:

“On  Friday, Decemher 25, German
warships, lving in Schilliz Roads, off
Cuxhaven, were altacked by seven na-
val seaplnnes.

“The attnck was deliversd at day-
light. starting from a polnt In the
vielnlty of Helgoland. .

“The Britlsh seaplanes were escorted
by .a light erulser nnd a torpedo-bont
destroyer force with submarines. As

soon as these ships were seen by the
Germans at Helgoland two Zeppellns
and three or four hostlle seaplanes,

acting in conjunction with several hos-
tlle submarines, nttacked them.

“It was necessary for the RBritish
ships to remain in the neighborhood
in order to plck up the returning air-
men. A naval combat ensued between
the most modern crulsers on the one
hand and the cnemy's alreraft nand
submarines on the other.

"By swift manocuvring the enemy's
Bubmarines were avoided, and the Zep- |
relins were easily put to flight by the|

guns of the Undaunted and :he .\re—i
husa, |
*The enemy's scaplanes dropped|

bembs near our ships without mmngi
any of them. |

“The British ships remained for three
hours off the enemy’'s coast without |
being molested by any surface vessel, !
and safely re-embarked three out of!
the f=ven airmen with thelr machines.
Three other pilots retvrned later and
were2 picked up by British '_=uh-:nnrtn.=s,!
=hic were swanding by Their ma-|
chines were sunk. Elx out of the sen-n!
pilots returned safely. Flight-Com-
mander Hewlett is missing. His ma-
chine was seen in a wrecked conditien

acaut elght miles from Malegoland, :mdl

tne fate of the daring and skilful pilot
is at present unknown

~“The extent of the damage by
Yiritish airmen's bombardment cannot
Le estimated bur zll werz dlscharged
at points of military sicnificance.

“Another navail airman on Christmas
Eve dropped twelve bombs on an &air-

the

posible definitely  to ascertaln
amount of demage done.

“On Thursday last. Sguadron-Com-
mander Richard B. Davies. of the naval

air service, visited Brussels in a bl

plane for the purpose of q!rnpp!n[:_
twelve bombs at an alrship shed re-;
ported to contain a German D'arzeval.
ight of these bombs, of which six
arc belleved to have hit, were dis-|
charged at the fArst attack, and the
remaining four on the reéeturn tlight. |
Owing to the clouds of smose which

arose from the shed,
not be distinguished."”

“It was learned to-day that the Ger-
man alrman who wvisited England on
Christmnas Day dropped a bomb
Rochenter, only twenty-elght miles
east-southeast of St Paul's London,
and seven miles from Gravesend. The
bomb did no damage, as it fell on the
rondway."

the effect could

A statement issued Saturday by the |

OBITARY
. PR 1
r————
Mra, Miary Camp Enntwood.
Mrs, Mary Camp Eastwood, widow of
the late M D. Eastwood, of Ports-
mouth, died yesterday morning at her

residence, 2040 Park Avenue. She Is
survived by her brother, William C.
Camp, and three slsters, Mrs. Harriet

E. Curtis, Mra, L.
clty, and Mras. R,
ton, Texas. The
from the home
o'clock.

E. Lackland, of this
M. Dorls, of Galvesn.
funeral will ba held
this afternoon at

Preston Hrooks Moneas.

[Special 1o The Times-Dispatch.)

LYNCHBURG, VA, Decembher
Preston Brooks Moses, fifty-three yvears
old, died Thursday at his home In Pite-
sylvanla County., He wian eneaged in
mercantlle business near Chatham, nnd
is survived by his wife and thres chil-
dren.

John Horton.
[Special 1o The 'I"mes-Dispatch. )

GLADESBORO, VA, Deeember 27—
John Horton, dled on Wednesday and
was  burled at the famlly burying
gEround yesterday. Mr. Horton was a
member of the Primitlve Baptist
Church.

T, . Newnome.

[Special to The Times-Dispatceh )
EMPORIA, VA, December 27.—1. P,
Newsome died very euddenly of
apoplexy vesterday. He was returning
to his daughter's housa with his liLtle
grandchild in his arms, when he was
stricken just as he reached the front
door.

Mr. Newsome was one of Emporia's |

oldest cltizens, being In his pixty-fifth

year. He ls survived by his widow and
glx chlldren: Thomns, of New York:
Marvin and Charles, of Richmond:

Holt, Mra. C. A. Reld and Miss Effie, of
Emporia. The interment will he in the
Emporia Cemetery.

"DEATHS

LIGGAN.—Dled, at the residence of her

husband, W. N. Liggan, 214 Montelro
Avenue, Friday, December 25, at 12
o'clock noon, MHS, EMMA JONES Lii-
GAN, RBesldes her husband, she lsives
two daughters—Mrs. 2. P, Vest and
Mins Helen M. Liggan, and two sisters
—Mra. A. P. O'Brien and Mra, George
W. Achlleser—to mourn their loss,

Funeral from above resldence MON.
DAY at 3 I. M., and interment in Oak-
wood.

EASTWOOD,—Entered into rest at her
residence, 2040 Park Avenue, thig
olty, Sunda{_. F:40 A. M, MRS MARY
f.'A{ﬂ’- EASTWOOD, wldow of the Ints
AL D, Eastwood, of Portsmouth, Vi,

made a !

His machine was found wrecked|

but it was Ilm- |
the |

near |

3|

Gorman admiralty sald elght British
; 8hips mnde a dosh into a German bay
{and that hydreoaeroplanes convoyed by
them dropped bombs on ships lylng
nt anchor and also on a gas tank near
Cuxhunven, without doing any damage.

METZ 1S BOMBARDED
BY FILENCH AVIATORS
PARIS, December 27,—French avia-
{ters have bombarded the aviation han-
Enrs, a rallrond stalion and barrncks
at Metz in retallatlon for the bomb at-
‘tack on Nancy by a Gorman Zeppslin,
‘according to the officlal communlication

fssued In ¥aris thls anfternoon. The
communication also states that the
Germans have revccupled the city of

i Mlawa, in Russian Poland.

i In Belglum and In most of Northern
France, Intermittent eannonading and
(sllght galns are reported, together with |
{the repulse of German attacks at va- |
‘rlous points. The report says In part: |

“A dlrigible dropped a dozen bombs!
on Nancy, in the centre of the clty and |
without milltary reason. Our avintorsi
in return bombarded aviatlon hangars,
one of the rallrond statlons of Meta,
where movements of trains were noted, |
and the barracks of 5t. Privat at Meta,

“In Russin the Germans, who re-
!sumed thelr march upon Mlawa, have
recccupied that elty. The situation Ini
1 Poland remalina without notabla
ichange."

él"l'll"llll':ll SUCCESSES CLAIMED

$ BY WAR OFFICE AT BERLIN
RERLIN, December 27.—The follow-

ine eflleinl announcement wns made

at main army headquarters to-day:
“Nothing of Importance happened in

Flanders yesterday with the exception

{that English ships appeared off the
coast thls morning.
i “In the region of Albert, in the di-

rection of LaBoisselle, the enemy’s ad-!
vancing movement was unsuccessful, |
and we mnde a successful counterat-
tack. \

“At Meurissens, in the Argonnes, and
to the southeast of Verdun the French
| attacks were broken by our fire,

“In upper Alsace the French made
,attacks on our posltions east of the
i line from Thann to Dammerkirch, but |
wera repulsed. Durlug a night attack
the French took possesalon of an im- |
portant height to the cast of Thann,
but were repulsed by a vigorous coun- |
terattack, and to-day the helght is In!
our possession. |

“There 13 no changes in East Prussia |

“Our attacks in Poland on a brcmch!
of the Bzura and the Rawka are pro- |
gressing slowly. To the southeast of To- |
Maszow our offensive was successful. |
Contlnued Russian attacks from a|
southerly direction on the Ilowo-Lodz
front have been repulsed, the Ruuslans‘-
suffering heavy losses,

“Vienna reports that after a heroic
four days’ battle our troops yester-|
day teok the pass of Uzsoker, in Gallefa !
The Russians, contlnulng the offensive !
commenced a faw days ago with strong |
forces, reobtained possession of the |
valley of Korsno-Jaslon. |

“The situation on the lower Duna- |
jec and on the Nida {s unchanged.
South of Tomaszow our attack gained
Eround.

“In the Balkans theatre quiet has
relgned for the last ten davs. Only.
| ¢n the Save and the Drina have unim-
 portant skirmlehes occaslonally oc-
curred. The fortress of Dilka repelled
2 weak Montenegrin attack on Thurs-
day. |

"It is reported from Turkish head-|
quarters that the

| chased the Russians neer Id, and have!
 frossed the frontler, where they have!
ta%en several Russian positions.

“It is reported at Lemberg that the
Poles are exclted over certain meas-
ures taken by the Russians, and riots'
are feared.”

COUNT REVENTLOW
SEES ANSWER T0O GERMANS
BERILIN, December (via wirelesa
to Seyville).—Among the ftems given
out by the presg bureau to-day were |
the followling:
“"Commenting on the Britiah visit to
& German bay, Count Reventlow, the

23

‘eminent naval authority, savs It un- |
doubtedly was an answer to the Ger- |
man bombardment of the British coast,

dictated by tne British admiralty's de-
jslre to influence public opinion at
| home,

"The Tageblatt's Constantinople cor-
respondent reports that the Hussians
in the Ereerum dlatrict have been
thrown back across the border and
forced to give.up thelr fortified posi-
| tlona near Oltl. The actlon agalinst
| Betum {s also declared to be progress-
ting favorably, The Holy Banner of
the Fruphet has heen brought Into
Damascus amid great rejoleing.
|l "“Thr French reports of defocta In the
| German artillery fire are eemioMelally
| explained by the statement that the
| Giermans captlured Immenne supplies of
| Franco-Belgian emmunition, whioh,
while decidedly Inferior, hed to be
used In gome way,

“The reopening of the London Stock
Exchange |s considered here to be o
farce, since coerclve measures have
been taken artificially to maintalin
quotations at a desirable level, and
slnce international tronsactions are
strictly prohlblted,

"The Homan newspaper, Vita, reports
serlous outbreaks and riots at Alexan-
fria, saying that 2,000 men with ma-
chine guns were Necessary to suppress
them Elghty-five Arabs are said to
have been killed.

"The Socialist leader, Katayama, of
Tokyo, writing In Yorwaerts, condemna
Jupan's war policy and blames the Jap-
anese government for not trying to
come 1o a peaceable underatanding
with Germany, |

“A report from Copenhnagen gava the |
Authorities of Warsaw have removed |
themselves and thelr offices to Willa.

FIGHTING CONFINED
TO ARTILLERY FIRE]

PETROGRAD, December 27.—The !
tollowing officlal communication was
(1ssued from general headquarters tu-i
| day:

“During December 28, the fighting!
nlong the lines of the Bzura and
Hawka Rivers was confined In Ken- |
eral to artillery fire. We have re-|
| pulged  with success varlous attacks |
by Lthe Oermans.
| “"Along the lower course of the Nida
| River, towards evening of December
| 2b, we ousted from the village of Wix-
lica the Lustrians who had obatinately
|defended It, and who Attempted to for-
| tify themselves on the left bank of the
| Nida, We then drove the Austrians he-
'vond that river. '

"Soulh of the Vistula, in ths reglon
of Tarnow (Galicla), on December 20,
iwe drove hack the Austrlans from the
| Tuchow -Olplny line,

“The enemy abandoned ten rapid ¢
firers, and we took Heventeen offlcern
land more than 2,600 moldiers prison- |
ers.  The next day we continued the
{pursuit of the Austrians, who ratreated
ih: disorder. We caplured elght more
machine gune and about 1,060 prison-
lera.  We occupled the helghts near!
{Slodlizka, on the left

The Czar !Jypecuy Cossacks at ke Front

The Cznr, on his Inspection of his Cossa

heat of Inck on the battlefield.

ck troopas, wwhom he is wishing the

TURKISH AUTHORITIES
GLOSE ITALIAN SCHOOL

Rome Is Indignant, and Incident
May Assume Threatening
Proportions. -

OLD AGITATION IS REVIVED

Foreign Office Has Instructed Italian
Ambassador to Demand Speedy
Fulfilment of Promises on Part of
Turkey—Decisive Steps Urged.

BY C. CIANFARRA,

ROME, December 27.—News that th‘lborﬂ fighting continues In P
Turkish authorities have seized and | the scene Is constantly

closed the Itallan misslonary school at

here and revived the agitation about
Turkey's delay in releasing the Eng-
lish consul at Hodeldah and granting
Italy a promised reparation.’ The 1m-
pression prevalls that the incldent

could eve-tually assume threatening
proportions.

The Foreign Office sav
ambassador at Constantinople agaln
has been instructed to exact prompt
fulfiltnent of thesge promises,

A solution of thig Incldent and the
Albanian situation |s to-night defined
As the darkest cloud on the Italian
political horizon.
urges the government
energetic attitude nnd
steps toward Turkey,

The ltialian minister
notified the Greek gove
Itallan occupation of Avlona.
ed that the occupation wa
and was carried out with
of the entente powers,

The Itallan cruiser Calabria, now at
IEr.-lrut. has heep Instructed to help the
United States crulser North Carolina
ahould the necessity arfue because of
further demonstrations agalnst the de-

parture of FEuropeans fr .
poe om Turklsh

8 .the Itallan

to assume an
take deelslve

al Athens hns
roment of the

8 provisional,
' the consent

According to
the crufger N
threatened to

_—
a dlspatch from Athens
m-tral Carolina recently
use her guns as the re-
sult of an Ineldent at Tripoll, Syria.
The crulser, convoying the American

stéamer Virginla, ente
e i) red the harbor

ed
the Eritish
part with thefr
the elty.

This request
eral of the Fre
the Virginia,
a mob, which
firat officer. The North ¢©
threatened to fire, and
The Virginia ani the N

then left for Dedeagatse
crulser

to permit
rench consuls to de-
natlonals resident In

was refused,
neh resldents
They were att
wounded the

but gev.-
boarded’
ncked by
captain and
arolina then
the mob fled,
orth Carolina

h. Later th
proceeded to Smyrna, Y

SAYS HIS WATCH WAS STOLEN

Bot Farmville Man In
Whether Tt W

A man who st

Lnable to Sg
ns Gold or Silver, L/

: yled himself as &,
Paulette, Jr. “tressurer of IFarmville,
a.," last night appenrea at  police
hewdquarters and Informed Detective-
Sergennt Atkinson thiat he had heen
1obbed of a walech and 350 In moncy
Ly a negro womnn, He wWiad certain
hat he could lead the detective to the
{:lm:q where he claimed-thae money had
ieen  stolen, and implored the officer
Lo go with him and endeavor to re-
cover jt,
Alkinson want,
et through the »

W,

The detectlve tramp-
now for block after
block with the young mian, whose un-
t:l‘.'l'l-'lll‘ﬂ?' Ay to the locatlon of the
rl:u'« wlhere he aald he had been rob-
ed grew with each step, Ha wnag un-
able 1o tell whether his watch was
gold or asllver, to glve the number of
Its worku, to tell whether it was an
open face or hunting ecnse watch, or
accurntely to deseribe the house At
which he had been “touched.” Detec-
tives are atild endeavoring to secure
duntltn Information upon which to
waork,

NO PROTEST BY POWERS

Itnllan Occupation of Avions Proceeds

Satinfactorily,
ROME, December 27.—None of the
powers has proteated agalnst the

Itallan occupstlon of Avilana, Albanla,
and the hope generally la expressed
hore that no complicatlons will arise

Fu%ernl frg)m' lre;idﬁﬁce TO-DAY, | Biver hank of the Biain r—:‘l;th} Will foros Ttsy ‘to abandon’ neu-

] ?i{'o(ir!inty' at 3 o'clock, ¥ rmfur_-ul. nul “In the direction of Dukla {Ca-rpu-i - .

thiana), there were engagements on - M 1 A

e e e — |Dm-omlmr 25 And 26, and the Adste b Marches Agninkt llebels.

f 5 [ == & =5y inna BARA, ITALY, D 1)

; T00 LATE TO CLASSIFY. ldrlw;n tfra])lm the Zmigrod-Dukla line, 2omo, “]0;35, Ii-l: Mt):c_t_-_r:;::;ﬂé? fiz:::
z : {are In full retreat. In the latest 6én-| Albania stiate that Easnd Pasha, the
ANTED, a position by a lady tg f"' i:zl&:::? (:;:ﬂr"!ﬂb refle.n the Auntrian I'rovisional P'resident, has gatherod 8,-
Bouth with a convalescent lady, child nous losses, and left on | 300 soldlers and marehed against the

or elderly Iady. Address Miss 1, 7|9ur-hands as prisoners

West Clay Btreet, Richmond, Va,

000 men.”

+ ore than 19,-| Albanian robels, Jntending to  engage

them In a declslve battlo,

He ndd- |

Caucasians have| Aleppo has caused great ind!gnatloni“ew elsewhere their efforts to bl

| Heeman

STUBBORN FIGHTING
CONTINUES IN POLAND

Scene Is Censtantly Changing as
Germans Renew Efforts to Blast
Way to Warsaw.

HEAVY ARTILLERY

Russlan Position Back of Bzura Riv- | guns.

er Is Btrong, and Defenders Can
Command With Their Guns Prac-
tically Every Crossing Place.

PETROGRAD, December 27,—Stub-

changing.
Folled at one point, the Germans re-

ant

N road through the Russian: position  0€ster,

along the whole front.
officially stated that the Germans are
using heavy artillery, tncluding eleven-
Inch guns In the zones of Sklernewlcz
and Rawka,

In the oplnion of ofcials high In
military circles, the lull in the fighting

in the Bzura and Rawka valleys im- |
plies no permanent slackening of the |
efforts of the Germans to reach their

gorl by fresh assaults on these rivers,
and they are evidently looked for.

It appears that the Germans havae
been attacking with shouts of “Sur-
render Warsaw and there wil] be

The nationalist press | Peace.”

This possibly supplies the key to the

enemy's present tacties on thls front.
The tactics cannot, however, bn con-
tinued Indefinitely, as the desperate

rughes of the Germans can only be
carried out with enormous lossen to
themselves. s

The strength of the Russian posl-
tion lies largely In the meandering
character of the Bzura, which ennbles
them to command with a deadly fire
practically every point at which it is
posalble to attempt a crossing.

Nothing definite is known as to what
Is golng on behind the German lines,
and the possibility of regrouping their
forces for the purpose of a fresh scheme
of operations must be reckoned with.
There 1s a good deal of curloslty as to
the meaning of the heavy guns which
have been brought up by the enemy
near Bkiernewicz and Rawka, as the
Germans naturally would not put un-
wleldy weapons Into the battle line
unless it Is pretty sure that they would
be able to get them away agaln aafe-
ly. It ls posasihle that the enemy is
speculating on the arrival of really se-
vere winter weather, which would fa-
cllitate operations. For the past week
the temperature has been but 1ittle he-
low the freezlng point, and that ig not
enough to render the rivers and the
boga practicable for the passage of
troops. In Poland the weather i{s even
wiLrmer.

STREET CAR MEN FIGHT

4

Motorman and Ceo Arrented Af-
ter Dispute at Car Darnn.

A free-for-all fight at ths terminal
offices of the Virginia Railway and
Power Company early yesterday morn-
ing resulted Iin the arrest of W. A.
Browder, & motorman, and H. A. Pal-
mer, a conductor. The fight Is sald
to have Dbeen precipitated when a
motorman ansked the chlef dlspatcher
to allow him to remain off duty yes-
terday and was refuscd. According to
the police report, the motorman
turned, and,
slapped Browder several times In the
face. Browder s alleged to have ra-
plied In kind, and then several other
employes of the company are eald to
have jolned In, Policeman Lelss ar-
rived at the scene in p short time and
arrested Browder and Palmer., Palmer
had been Injured about the head dur-
Ing the fight, and- Ambulance Surgeon
Stern was called to treat him.

The surgeon was later called upon
to treat another employe of the streat
rallway company, W. M. Moseley. The
man Is snld to have assaulted hls wife
and to have got the worst of the argu-
ment. He was later arrested by Po-
Smullwoed on a warrant
charging him with making the assault
upon his better half.

PLACE HELD FOR JOFFRE

No Competitiopn for Vacancy Among
the “Immorials”

[Bpecial Cable to Fhe Times-Dispatch.]

P’ARIS, December 285.—L'Opinlon an-
nounces that there will be no compe-
titlon for the vacancy among the “Im-
mortals” caused by the death of Count
Albert de Mun, as the academy has
daclded to raserve the vacanoy for Gen-
oral Joffre, the commander-In-chief of
the French forces,

—

for no apparent reason,’

IS USED |3,

,Lhe entire vicinity of the great British'

oland, but zenpalins

aEES GHANCE OF ATTACK
BY NAVY AND ZEPPELINS

John Hays Hnmniﬁnd. Jr., Talks on
Possibility of Combined As-
sault by Germans.

DISCUSSBES OWN INVENTION

New Incendiary Projectile, When It
Proves to Be Effective, First Will

Be Submitted to Washington Gov-
ernment.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]
NEW YORK, Decembor 27.—The pos-
8ibility of a combined attack upun the
great British Dreadnought fleet by the
German navy and the ltniﬂer'a Zoppo-
lins was outllned vividly to-day by

John HMays Hammond, Jr.,, the young
man whose ex
les in his Inbhoratories nt Gloucoster, |
Mnes,, have shown him to be one of the

coming leaders In  sclantifie research
and inventlon.

"The Zeppelln,
clde, has been a fallure a8 ‘a destroyer
of cltles and a wrecker of military
camps,” he declared. “Nefther is it in
the class wlth the aeroplane as
scout. Grantlng that the German Bov-
ernment has not spent all this money
foolishly, and tnking other things Into
consideration, It appears to me that
the Kalser did not bullt his great fleat
of dirlgibles for any of the uses to
which they have thus far been put.

“Some tlme ago the Ameriean news-

papers carried stories of rather mys- |

terious Zeppelln manocuvres over Lakao
Constance. These dispatches had it
that the dirigibles were seen hovering
over the lake, and lowerlng dark ob-
Jects towards the surface.

“Just why, and with wh
dispatches falled to state,

“But It suggested to me the possible
real use for the Zeppelin. The Ger-
man fleet could decide to attack the
British Drendnoughts at night.

Four
thousand fleet above the Britishers
could soar the Zeppelina, fifty, elghty,

100 of them. Each Zeppelin could CATTY
ten marine contact mines of speclal
deslgn. Each mine could CATTY
rounds of a higher exploselve.

"By means of plano wire these mines
could be lowered,

equipped with a spherieal float, which

}\'onld permit the mine to dangle twelve '
| feet

below the surface of thae water,
and, Incldentally, helow the battleships’
armor belt. It would be night. The
Zeppellns could not be seen. At best
they would present most difficult tar-
gets, Should the Zeppelins be dln-
covered by the English aeroplane

antnge because they provide a stoad-
ier base for a number of rapld firing

“Thus they could mine the path and

fleet, and lts demolltion might enslly
be accomplished while the German war-
ships rushed to the attacik.

“This, T think, may be the ultimate

use to which the hitherto Impotent
may be put. I believe that
this was the Idea In the Lake Con-

stance experiments.
"Regarding my own work at Glou-
Bome erroneous stories have

It is memi-|been put forth. For inatance, my new |

Incendlary projectile—the one which
Epouts molten metal—has not been ex-
perimented with at SBandy Hook. Nor
have I had any negotiations for fts
sale 'to a forelgn power. 1 am quite
neutral, and if the projectile proves to
be as effective as I think It will be, I
would prefer to have It used by this
country. It is, I might add, an ncces-
sory of the slege. It could not be used
with any great effect agalnat the bat-
tleship, as Its purpose I8 to destroy by
fire which It would create. There is
little on or In a battaleshlp to Ignite
outslde the magazine.

“I shall, within a short time, submit
to “Washington a specification
which may result In the taking over
by the Unlted States government of
my wirelessly controlled torpedo. We
have censed experimenting with this
projectile. It is quite ready for Im-
mediate oMclal test.

"“This leads me to the subject of na-
tlonal defense. On thls subject, al-
though I am’'a maker of weapons and
agencles of destructlon, 1 belleva In
taking the hlgh road between the
slands of those who demand a top-
heavy army and navy which might
lead to a national feellng of arrogance
and aggresslon and of that dangerous
‘peace-at-any-cost’ coterle who advo-
cale absolute disarmament.

"Thie war has demonstrated that the
submarine as It now exists !s not as
infallible as Admiral Sir Percy Scott
prophesles. The success of the German
U-8, 1 belleve, was dus more to the
daring of Its commander than to Its
own latent abllitles. In the European
sltuation you have a matter of short
distances in naval warfare. This coun-
try would have no such conditions in
times of war., We need a larger—a sen-
golng—type of submarines, The sBub-
marine, however, as a branch of the
servicce, is quite Indispensable.

“The wirelessly controlled torpedo
with which we have been working at
(Giloucester can be controlled from the
shore and gulded as far as the eye can
see the gaintennae which appears above
the surface. We erected a bamboo pole,
one and a half inches in diameter and
thirteen feet high, three and a half
miles from shore and hit ten times
out of fifteen. At that rate, It should
hit & battleship every time. The tor-
pedo I am developing for thls use is
sixty feet long and will carry 4,000
pounds of trinitrotoluol. It would de-
stroy any battleship now aflont, Of
course, it would travel submerged.

“The Iincendiary projectile would
ignite anything Iinflammable. Five
seconda after it Is fired from the gun
Ita contents are converted from a solld
to A white-hot liquld, When it strikes,
a fuse explodes the projectile, hydro-
eyanic ncld gas 18 llberated, and life
In that vicinity for any_person desirous
of fighting the flumes would be quite
imposeaihbie.”

TURKISH RRPORT CLATMS
VICTORIES FOR FLERT

CONATANTINOPLIZ, - Decembsr 28
(via London, 3:38 A. M.).—An official
communlcation {ssusd on Sundny says:

“The Turklsh forces are victoriously
advancing along Lhe Caucaslan front.
There ls no truth In the Huasian oM-
clal report that the Hamidich hns been
torpedoed al SBebastopol. The Turkish
fleet, Including the Tamidlieh, steamed
through the Nilack Hea and returned
without damage.

"One of our warships on December
24 met a Russlan squadron composed
of flve battleships, two crulsers, ten
destroyora and three mine layers. The
Turkieh ship, single-hgnded, during the

tleship Rostinlay nnd sank the two
mine lnyers Oleg npd Athos. Twr Rus-
slan officers and th'rty sallors were
rosousd and takon prisoners,
“8imultaneously another portion of
our feet auccessfully hombarded Ba-
tum. On December 25, in the forenoon,
two of our ships oftered battle to the

Rusalnn fleet, which retreated to Se-
bastopol.” i : .
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at effect, the
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EVERY EFFORT POSSIBLE
T0 MINIMIZE HARDSHIPS

As Time Goes on Commissariat Ser
vice in French Army Becomes
More Perfoeot.

SOLDIERS NEVER IMPATIENT

Gaily Undergo Terrible Fatigues of
War Because They Feel Life of Na-
tion Is at Stake—Scarcest Things
Are Tobacco and Newspapers.

BY GUGLIELMO FERRERO.

(Copyright, 1914, by New York Amer-
lean.)

PARIB, December 18.—At the begin-

' ning of the war the Itallnn press de-

gscribed the French soldlers

as badly
dressed and badly equlpped.

1 do not

\ know  whether the denscriptions, were
periments and discover- |

accuruate then, but things certainly are
different now. One of the things which
atruck me In most of the trenches was
the good condition of the soldlers.
Thelr, clothes and uniforms, of course,
are no longer hright and new, but they
are not dirty or worn out. On seelng
them one Immedlately reallzes that the
soldler is well supplied by A farseelng,
attentive administration,

o
!

The varlety of uniforms 18 another
striking fact. As the war proceeds,
and the_tunics become shabby, they are

replace ¥ new ones of different and
lesa visiblo color, Khak! trousers are
grudually replncing the legendary red
| pants, thus making the soldlers less
visible. Also, It is sald, becadse the

become Impossible to Import dye from
Germany,

A new gray-blue attire is also grad-
ually belng adopted, with the result

| that the appearance of the officers and

men ly exceedingly variegated, as some
have old uniforms, some new ones and
' othera nondcscript.

People whbo atill have ldeas of 1848
may see In this diversity a slgn of
disorder, The uniformity of attire
of the armles of old was the symbaol
and Instrument of discipline, but to-
day disclpline among the armies of
civillzed people has deeper and more
ideal roots. It I8 not the tunle, but
the patriotic sentiment, that unites nll
hearta and makes Individuals easlly
amenabls to the will of officers.

Because the salvatlon of France le
at stake, French soldlers, with thelr
unorthodox uniforms, are gally under-
golng fatigues of a war which seem
to be difficult far beyond my forecast.
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE

TO RELIEVH DISCOMFORT

On the other hand, the general stafr
is dolng everything possible to mini-
mize the hardships,

It is well known that, with the ex-
caption of the very firat days, when
there existed some [nevitable con-
fusion, all the commissariat service has
worked well with the French army,
and ps time goes on It Is becoming
more perfect. The soldlers’ meals, un-
|less battle is on, arrive punctually
twice a day at the trenches from near-
1by villages, where the fleld kitchens
lare Inatalled.

Food is plentifu}, nourishing and ap-
| petizing, One look at the soldiers s
[enough to show they nare well fed.

Wine and coffes are distributed to them
drlly.
| Two thinge only are scarce in the
| trenches—tobacco and newspapers.
| The military adminlstration sends to-
| bacco as far as possible, but when the
' hattle rages along a long stretch of
front and all the roads behind nre oc-
jcupied by ammunition convoys, Red
i(?ron. ete., tobacco naturzlly must be
sacrificed,
| Many soldlers, however, are privately
| provided with smokables, and what
i they most regret I3 the lack of news-
| papera. One has Lo go to the trenches
to understand how the newspaper has
becomne & necessity to the modern man.
The military authorities gather as
many papers as poasible, even old ones,
for distribution among the soldlers,
| but never enough.
PAPERS DISTRIEUTED

ALL ALONG ROAD

When I went to the front a wstaff
officer who accompanied mo filled the
automobile with great bundles of pa-
pers, which he dlstributed all along
the road. They were days old, and
many Aeveral weeksa old, but that did
not scem to matter as long as they
contalned some news of the world the
#oldlers had left behind, and the local
papera with news of thelir frlends and
relatives—with what joy the soldlers
grabbed the printed sheets!

I shall never forget the pride and
happiness with which & group of pri-
vates showed us a newspapsr. It had
been taken there by an officer who had
Just arrived from a town miles away.
That was luck which the soldlers can-
not hope for every day, and they were
dellghtad.

The life In the trenchea ia fatigulng
and painful, but, ae I have already
gtnted, the moldiers are changed ac-
cording Lo the exigencles of the ser-
vice. Within the zone I visited a
changé, I belleve, {8 made every forty-
elght hours, but the rule s dlfferent
in different places,

Behind the trenches all villages with-
In an elght-mlile radlus are evacuated
by the Inhabitants and used by soldlers
when not In action. Here they rest
and sleep In houses and beds, recuper-
ate fromn the fatigue suffered In the
trenches, while always ready to rush
forward should an attnck require rein-
forcements in the trenches. When the
telephone bell rings the soldlers form
and run to help their comrades.

The war, as fought to-day In France,
needs patlence besides courage, and the
French, who had the reputation of he-
Ing the most impatient people In Eu-
rope, suddenly have become the most
doclle. Neither in the trenches nor in
the cities, among soliiers or clvilians,
have I noticed the slighteat slgn of Im-
patience or dlscouragement over the
length of the war and the relative in-
actlon observed by the whole army
since the middle of November, when
the battle In Flanders ended.

PEOPLE OPTIMISTIC
AND SURE OF SUCCESS
The curious phenomenon is explained
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red cloth Is not available, since it has |

by the fact that from the
of the war the people and,
the mnss of soldlers,
mistic and ‘sure of su

Since the mlddle
small engagements
along the whole French front. It Im
clenr General Joffre is walting, but
what he 18 walting for nobody knows
and nobody asks., If the Eenerals be-
llove tho moment to advance has 'not
yet arrived, thoy surely have thelr ren-
sonas, Everybody, without kKnowing
these rearons, accepts the sltuatlion
without question.

The whole of France places h
impllcitly In the hands of her
chlefs For this remson
fur mo to say anything ac
winter campalgn nnd
probablilitien of war
theatro. 1 have talked with Innumer-
able officers, nnd they all have Bpoken
at great length on the past and pres-
ent, but no one has talked of the future,
Of the problems that concern Joftre, I
can only express my Iimpression' for
what it s worth.

It Is certailn that the war, even in the
first phase, which ended on the .Marne,
that {8 the battle in the open field, has
been excoedingly costly In M{ves. - Per-
haps costlier than belleved, angd oven
bloodler it has become In Its sacond
phase, whon fromn the open flald it be-
camo a battle of trenches. The battle
of Alsnc and the battle of Flandersy
caused rivers of blood, and the world
wis horrified when it came to know the
e¢xact figures of the victims fallen on
both sldes In these confiicts. It is
therefore possible the Fronch Eeneral
stnft declded to delay attacks on the
German position for reasons both milj-
tary and humanitarian. The longer the
offensive was delayed the fechler would
be the German reslstance, becauss Ger-
many has less means than the allles
Lo resist o long war, and becauss mean-
while the Russlane, even by merely ad-
| vancing, retreating and attaching
agaln, were exhausting the German
forces.
MORE OF DEFENSIVE

THAN OFFENSIVE WAR

France's forces, on the other hand,
may increase, because France, so far,
has been conducting more of a defen-
slve than an offensive war. Bhe has
been more economlcal of lives than
Germany, and proportionately has sent
leas soldlers to the front, also becauss
by walting she Is glving time to the
English- to get roady. How ¥y vie-
tims will have fallen before they chase
tha Germana from France and Belglum?

It is not unlikely that the chiefs of
the republican army, who refuse to
conslder their men as food for ammuni-
tlon, are even now thinkilng over this
point, and since the soldiers and
France are disposed to patience, I
|should not be surprised If the Fronch
! communder-in-chief were walting to
begin the offensive at a time when the
| English will be able to lend Ereat force
jand share with the French the terrible
|secrifices that the supreme effort will
' coat. It spems to me we may argue on
these lines, but it Is only suppoelition,

and In time of war suppositions are
worth what they are worth.

PAPER PUTS UNION MEN OuT

New Orleans Times-Picayune to Oper-
ate om Open Shop Hasls,

NEW ORLBANB, December 21.—With
pollce and detectives stationed about
the bullding occupled by the New or-
leans Times-Plcayune, the editorial
staff of that publication to-night . is
operating the composing-room In an
effort to publish a paper to-morrow
morning.

Alleged fallure of the looal Type-
| Eraphical Unlon to agres to conditions
Imposed upon composing-rooms of the
Times-Plcayune, the Dplly Btates and
the Item, the latter two belng after-
noon puublicationa here, reasulted in an
fAnnouncement that hereafter they
would operate on an open shop basis.

The Timea-Plcayune is sald to have
| declared a lockout on composing-room
| employes who would not return under
|the new conditions, The union has
no‘: Yet announced what actlon it will
take,

No question of wages In involved.

beginning
therefore,
have been opti-
ccess,

of Novembher only
have taken place
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